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Synopsis

SHORTLISTED FORA A CANADA READS 2017NATIONAL BESTSELLERNow in paperback, one
of Canada’s most passionate environmental and human rights activists addresses the global threat
of climate change from the intimate perspective of her own Arctic childhoodThe Arctic ice is
receding each year, but just as irreplaceable is the culture, the wisdom that has allowed the Inuit to
thrive in the Far North for so long. And it’s not just the Arctic. The whole world is changing in
dangerous, unpredictable ways. Sheila Watt-Cloutier has devoted her life to protecting what is
threatened and nurturing what has been wounded. In this culmination of Watt-Cloutier’s regional,
national, and international work over the last twenty-five years, The Right to Be Cold explores the
parallels between safeguarding the Arctic and the survival of Inuit culture, of which her own
background is such an extraordinary example. This is a human story of resilience, commitment, and
survival told from the unique vantage point of an Inuk woman who, in spite of many obstacles, rose
from humble beginnings in the Arctic to become one of the most influential and decorated

environmental, cultural, and human rights advocates in the world.
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Customer Reviews

SHORTLISTED FOR CANADA READS 2017"Loss, suppression and ultimate rediscovery of voice
are themes that run through this courageous and revelatory memoir."A¢a -a *Naomi Klein, The
Globe and Mail"This is a book that needs to be read as the North becomes central to our future. It

offers a perspective grounded in the culture and wisdom of northern people, seen through the lens



of a remarkable woman as they seek to preserve 'The Right to be Cold.""A A A¢a -4 «Lloyd
Axworthy, academic, former Minister of Foreign Affairs, and Nobel Peace Prize nominee"This is a
moving and passionate story from a committed woman who has bridged the ice age to the digital
age. Her sophisticated views on the environment and the way the world works from her engaged
involvement are brilliant and convincing."A¢a -4 The Right Honourable Adrienne Clarkson,

journalist and former Governor General

SHEILA WATT-CLOUTIER is one of the worldA¢a -4,¢s most recognized environmental and
human rights activists. Experienced in working with global decision makers for over a decade,
Watt-Cloutier offers a new model for twenty-first-century leadership. She treats the issues of our
dayA¢a -4 «the environment, the economy, foreign policy, global health, and

sustainabilityA¢a -4 snot as separate concerns, but as a deeply interconnected whole. In 2007,
Watt-Cloutier was nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize for her advocacy work in showing the
impact global climate change has on human rights, especially in the Arctic, where it is felt more
immediately and more dramatically than anywhere else in the world. In addition to her Nobel
nomination, Watt-Cloutier has been awarded the Aboriginal Achievement Award, the UN Champion
of the Earth Award, and the prestigious Norwegian Sophie Prize. She is also an officer of the Order
of Canada. From 1995 to 2002, she served as the elected Canadian president of the Inuit
Circumpolar Council (ICC). In 2002, she was elected international chair of the council. Under her
leadership, the worldA¢a —4,¢s first international legal action on climate change was launched with

a petition to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.

Outstanding memoir showing how climate change is disproportionately affecting the Arctic, and
what a courageous Inuit woman has tried to do about it.
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